NOTE: This newspaper appearance was divided 
and enlarged to fill 8 4%" x 11" pages, roughly in 
the manner shown below. 


A Christmas [ree Caper 


iN A NS a I et Tas TT I Te 2d, nah gO a a 


a IN: ‘THE PHILIPPINES, ff 

BUCKY {5 TORN | 
BETWEEN CONFLICT~ 
ING PICTURES OF 
HIG FUTURE~AS 
fot q TERRY'S ooh 


“How Near to N 


By JACK RITCHIE | 


© 1961 by News Syndicate Co. Inc.) — i. 
» OBE RT CONNELL’S mind wandered from th ladven- : 
‘ture story he had been trying to read.| Seventy per 
cent of all women eventually married’ men whq lived 
tin 1k blocks of their homes. ama 
Propinquity. Open had once| of course, but s 


= vie 
heard that. _|gent with his own off 


_ He reflected on that statistic!590, of a seer 
cand then ,considered Philia Gran- He escrito etal? 
was now a he he tha 
Robert was conse ov 


vers She jlived st 169th with her 
parents and: Robert had an apart- 
nyent at Howell and 165th. Six’ 

is He ‘had ‘met her at. a|light pleasing’ perfume. 
A)tise-warthing party. “| hutely turned a’ page 
Strange (that Philia should bej™&gsazine. 

Linlvited | to a| house-warming. Just a question of a 

| Philia. But-of course it 

a question .of’ asking 

Gwen Regan. 172 


“te : Fhe cross- -country bus swerved 
slightly and Robert inadvertently 

Clark. , Eight blocks. 

hair, small: blue eyes. 


k: Was” it t really al Sad ae. 
ached? Or wis there just’. 
thing ? 

He ‘was ‘waiting on the sinke 
side of ‘thé bus seat when the 


generosity. “Just like her, 
Then he realized apt 

couldn’t possibly ksiow Whether 
: it was justi like her everthe- 
le’ Bn felt positive it was. 
Ne, thank you,” he said, “I’ of 


this ‘way ‘any number o 
es and ‘I’ve virtually memor' 
EK i: everyxhill and tree.’ And be. 

sides, I have something to read.” 
hey resumed their original 


nudged the dark- haired girl shar- 
ing his seat. “Sorry.” 
She smiled’ briefly. “Quite all 
right.” - 
_ ~Robert moved an inch closer to 
w. the aisle ahd re-focused his at- 
~ tention back to the magazine. 
Somebody was trying to get a 
ao _ schooner over a reef and into the 
ae lagoon. Or, was it the other 
‘ way around? « 
“ " “Phitia. Granger. Blonde. Six 
iblveks. Were all blondes so... 
«xq. . . Robert remembered that 
. Griee be had checked the ther- 
“ mometer in the Granger home. 
Seventy-four, He coyld . have 
; eworn’ the temperature wasn’t a 
= . degree above sixty-five, 
° ‘They were trying to get the 
schooner into the lagoon. 


‘HE PASSED TEST 
WITH THE GRANGERS 


"But all the Grangers liked him. 

as In. their reserved way. And they 
' . had sstudied him. |Mr. Granger. 
Mis. Granger. , And Philig. Very 
obiectively, iRobert reflected’ un- 


erage 161. She = skied 
winter and skin-dived: 


rt opened his magazine. 


XPLAINS ‘WHY 
HE SHOOK HIS HEAD 


Gwen Regan. 


body said. Vivacious.’ 
ert had the uneasy f 
she was just nervous. 

The bus pulled into 
Jonathan Falls depot |and the 
driver announced a 20-minute 
stop. Robert followed the dozen 
or so passengers into diner 
next door. 

He noticed that’ the! girl had 
also apparently decided to hav 
something ‘to ‘eat. “ She teok a 
stool] on the. opposite sidefof ia 
horseshoe counter. 

She had aeep blue ey 
she ordered a .baco 
sandwich... 

Suppose I snéak bagk 
bus and take the seat next|to the 
window? Robert considered the} 


thought and dismissed it as _un- 
derhanded and unworthy. He| 


wanld hava tr weerme vhaAine 


summer ; as 
Vivacious. That’s "i évery- 


bowling average ‘improved. H 
would have to take skiing lessons, 
He| would have to improve his 


they would just: stay home, 

Robert now remembered about 
shaking bis head in the diner; 
He turned fo the girl beside him; 
“Sometimes I shake my head 
But! it doesn’t mean anything, 
iY’ "The thinking.’ | 


: e girl smiled. liccumatiniek TI 
8 


wamt-neanl tin wen mm win n 


cece’ was. pldbsed by” the 


the bus meved,. and | + 


| He syspected: 
that she would see to it that mt * 


skin-diving technique. He won+d 
‘dered how many nights a week} 


tig~ my shoulders. When [ 
uni the occasion demands it.” | 
Was she merking | fun of him?) 


got tp go.” 
‘She nodd 


}gelfi into tt 


the, angry 
brake a tab 


-| stop, and he 


frorh; the | 
He'll’ sail ; 
single.” , 

Reena le 
just ‘as the 
of the city. 


self inté a 
bowling, nig 
versus. lava 
He‘ ore 
“The girl 
ing again? 
‘« “Pm ‘afr 
didn’t cho 


umphantly. 


» Hew 


but the gi 
“This is 
Robert 4 
pily. “Min 
and Howel 
“169th: a 
“F stil} hav 
Robert a 
the distanc 
to 169th 


KI. 1. I. 
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way around? ‘ ae she was just nervous. “Regan. He suspected: 
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; blocks. Were ‘all oe "i ee raat as cba era Ais and the bowling average improved, He 
. eg .. . Robert remembered that/driver announce a 20-minute 
= once be had checked the ther-|jstop. Robert followed nd dozen. We, neve tp. take skiing lessons, 
‘“ mometer in the Granger home.|or so passengers, into le would have to improve hi de 
Seventy-four, He could. have|next door. skin-diving technique.”, He won+4th 
aworn se Perm oven ate ‘wasn't a Fis noticed that free ed how many nights a. Week AED 
degree above sixty-five. also apparent. lecide : ‘wo vias ; : BL: 
They were trying to get the|something to eat She teok « Pelee lis stay, ae b He reache 
schooner into the lagoon. . {stool on the. opposite side|of the Robert now, remembered about | put the: girl 
a Te horseshoe counter. , |sbaking ‘his ‘head in the diner|| © “This i 
HE PASSED TEST She had aeep blue eyes and} He turned to the girl beside him: | Robert pa 
UWITH THE GRANGERS she ordered a bacon and tomato “Sometimes I. shake, my head,| pily. “Mine 
sandwich. But) it doesn’t mean. anything, and “Howell, 
. ‘ " But all the Grangers liked him. Suppose I snéak bagk ito the| I’m just’ thinking.” * “189th wr 
_— "| In their reserved way. And they|bus and take the seat nextite the! The girl smiled. “Somiethnen: i “T still “have 
"all setidied him. itr. Cr ger.| Window? Robert considered the: my shoulders. When. f| ‘Rober$ au 
ar Mis Grancee And Philie Very thought and dismissed it $ un- think the occasion demands it.’ ||the distancs 
i sien ees a os a" derhanded and unworth as she miking’ fun of: him ?}to «169th 
% objectively, ‘Robert reflectéd’ un- ent’ back to” his magazine, blocks. ie - 
comfortably, Weighing and, bal- .| After a while, jhe sighed. | He belie: 
anting. This Reena. re “Sad story . _, land “they 
obert’s Lorne ®had once}me. Pretty fage. Strong. |G ‘f clean, be Sid “Native still: ae, s 
iy i at hi 3) almost ‘the same Man- fella%iike ? Robert hu idered - * a : “ 
“Robert, youre bright}and shook his ; z fp oe | 
bik nou, the: Lord. khows, but Ve eae eee Across the ¢ ane 
do Bive the impression that}the giri ha . ‘ 
& youre not ‘paying attention.” sac him shake pis head For toni ht. 
.” We had passed the test with| He had . well). .) - e Me 
thd Grangers. Perhaps’ not with just been sitting here ind, § ‘ 
‘  @ bigh mark, but he ‘was quite denly ‘he had shak me a] 
; certain he’ had passed. Now it Physically: For, no i . 
: was just a matter. of asking son. To-her. Ske mur t thin that Frozen | aC 
Philia ‘the final question. he was & little bit . ; 
eee ‘obert’s eyes went to a stretch], She looked intellig . r 
of ithe’ passing countryside. He had never been afraid 
could have taken the company gent women. He wit 1 a et Gi 
~# plane back to-the city, but the worried alout that, 
~ distance from the branch store| 25. |. . are 
at [Fond du Lac was only ninety | Philia. That cool and | dete 
~  aniles and Robert preferred a ADVERTISEMENT = | 
Od qe jund’s-eye view of the green Give Reading Glasess 
' ‘le Moraine hills. The Perf t Gif 
: Unfortunately, he had barely Aneiine! yore he (Ti 
_ mate this bus and there had been mon 
_~ nly one remaining vacant seat 
—-«n the aisle. Now this girl Reading Gl. Pee 
was watching the scenery while |} | : , 
1s he.‘was forced to read. MADE WHILE Yeu A 
ha “He -glanced’ at: her for.an_in- Any streagth, 
oe stant. Brown hair ? No. Per- Price iaclhudes® botk $ 


haps more auburn. - pee profile. 
_ About 25. , 


, AWARE GIRL WAS 
STUDYING HIM - 


lenses & frame. 

Community's - fas 
make immediate servic 
sible in most cases. 


iS .He went back to his magazine, 

i. 2 They were over the reef and on 
“* the “beach. The local chieftain 

ae fed tc greet them. Me-fella| 


Tk APO 


LENSES single vision usually { 20 hm A cheese 


‘éach, Frames fine selecticg 


head man. You come island be- 
‘long to me. Stay, take, eat, 
walk about: Cofhtinued Page 112. 
Robert. turned to 112 and did 
wome thumbing. Ten pape 
amore? He sighed. Oh, well. 
phy shouldn't the Grangers 
wee him? After all, he was bare- 
yy 30 and already a vice’ presi- 


ent in the Mildridge chain of | 
dejastinent stores, - Very junior, | 


" Bklyn: 44 “Se. 
Bronx:: 148th St.-at‘3rd 
bai 161-19 Jam. Ave. at 


| 


’ 


1 the jadven-|: 
Seventy per 
* wai on rthe inl 
t_ whg lived), bus: seat’ when the 
; =. | ined. ‘girl returned to 
a vice presi- got Me 
mn «off a! hy: don’t you. 
fers. i dow seat? I-wouldnjt 
e that the girl jMonopolize “all the |: 
itudyThig hi 
~ eC = pleased by” the 
H Tost like her, he 


he|couldn’t possibly know whet 
it pwas just) like. her. ees 
leas he felt positive it wa 

‘Ne, thank you, "he caid. 
this 
times and- 


ay. any number - 0 


sides, 1 hav something to read 
hey resumed 
seating, the bus meved,. 
Ro rt opened his magazine, 
EXPLAINS. WHY 
HE SH K HIS HEAD 


Gwen Regan. 
that she would sed to it that hi 
d_ tke bowling average impteved. H 


‘2O4minute 
th ado would have tb 
how many nights a wee 


oe ‘they would just ‘stay home, 


skin-diving technique. 


cae side shaking bis’ 
blue ey turned t 


‘on a 


ik bagk 
seat next 


shake my 


to the |.I’m ion ent ing.” 
The girl’ srhiled. 
my shoulders. 


“Sometimes 
When 


Enbught Then he realized that 


oy ve 


*ve virtually. memor-.: 
evety-hill. and tree. And Be : 
} 
and 


their origina 


take skiing lessons, 
He) would have to improve his 
He. wont: 
k 
obert now remembered’ about 


wnead in the diner! 


ae girl beside him) | 
head] 


f 


He suspected: 


I 


the angry gods because her lover 


salt ‘into the volcano to placate 
‘brgke:a taboo. 


‘| sto 


single:” 


to. make up his mind. What 


{lieved ? 


1 


time. tes say a polite good- ty and 
never see each. other again. 
Robert experienced a sudden 
reluctance to do so. He pulled ithe 
magazine out of, this pocket. 
“Really one of the: finest. isa . 
I’ve read. Why don't you tak 
-;home with you?” : 
ut} She tilted her head ‘slightly in 
question. 
“Of course I vale this mkg- 
azine highly,” Robert\said swiftly. 


girl. ‘Reena. r suspect that. she's 
got tq go.” . 


- She: nodded. 


“She'll throw hers 


e lava flow will 
and her lover will be saved 
\ wrath of the -tri 
He'llt: sail: away. very sad, 


front. the 


Reena: leaped 3 inte. the ‘aban 
just as the bus entered the fringe 
of the city. 


: “And: 80, after you've yead | it, 
Robert closed his ma ine. Vd one it if could - 
Philia: of Gwen? He w have |it u | 


would Gwen do if.he didn’t ask 
her: to marry Kim? Threw her- 
self inte a voleano? Not. on a 

acier 


and. she “took the magazine. 
“Harley Apartment. 'Doris | 


nl her apartnient, 


j t. ilia? Gi 
bowling ‘nigh Or, Pe ack ia found a sheet of. blank 


versus lava? 
He ‘chinckled.  - 
"The girl smiled. “You're thi ke 
ing again?” : 
‘*Dm afraid so." Suppose the 
didn’t choose either of them? 
They might actually be . ie 


She created a right Wane r 
let’s see... «The square of the- 
hypotenuse js poate 


' She smiled. But it 


t _tha nstant Re rt felt im smile and she though 


credibly free. I’ve’ beaten the 10- 


block. syndrome, be thenght tri-}70% of all 
umphantly.. Of course, now that 
leaves a void in my life, but still 


“He sat there enjoying the 
void.: 

After a while he glanced at his 
watch. It was rather late. Hel. 
decided that he would get off at 


the 165th BEEF FLAVOR 


MUSHROCM 


but. the girl was pressing it. fa * GRAVY 
“This ig my stop,” she said.’ Peat, |e 

Robert ‘was still smiling hap- ; ea 
pily. “Mine. too. I re at 165th] petals 
and Howell.” 

“169th: and: Macon,” she. said. 
“T stil} have to take a local bus.” 
- Robert automatically caleulated 
the distance frgm his apartment 


to 168th and Macon. Thirteen 


ved in the] Robert ‘opened his magazine, 


EXPLAINS WHY 
alll HE SHOOK HIS HEAD 


Gwen Regan. 


wat éevery- 
‘But Reb- 
feeling that He syspected 


bowling. average improved. He 
would. have to take skiing lessons, 


.{He, would have to improve his 
: skin-diving technique. He wont 
he. girl had|dered how many nights a week] 


‘they would just stay home. 


‘si de. of the Robert now remembered about |} 


e eyes and 


He turned to the girl beside him. 
and tomato 


“Sorietimes I shake my head. 
‘But. it doesn’t mean siything 
I'm just. thinking.”+ 
The girl’ smiled. “Sometimes 1 
shrug~ my shoulders. When IL 
think the occasion demands it.” 
Was she meking fun of him? 
He went: back to his magazine; 
After a while he sighed. 
“Sad stbry 7 
“Voleano,” he Said. 
+ 


bagk to the 
‘next to the 
widered the 
id it as un- 
rorthy. He 
me reading 
to the bus. 
hild belong 


rong. Good. “Native 


it that she would see to it that his|- 


ishaking bis head in the < diner. |. 


tieved? = 
At_that instant Robert felt i in- 
credibly free. I’ve beaten the 10- 


leaves a void in my life, but still 
He sat there enjoying the 
void. 

After @ while he glanced 1 at his 
watch. 


“169th, and. Macon,” ‘she ‘said. 
Robert automatically caleélated 

the distance from his apartment 

fo 169th and: eon Thirteen 

blocks. He felt. . 

' He helpéd - her ‘out of: ‘the bus 

and ‘they stood on; the corner, 


rt ‘shuddered 


the counter 
king up and 
ead. 

.. « he had 
re and sud- 
n his . head, 
oparent rea- 
st think that 


rent.: Robert 
id of intelli. 
had always 
but, there it 


md. detached 


ervice 
es. Glevses 
| meade in- 
ng to pre- 


fou WAIT 

usually $2.00 
lection $3.50 
as $10.50 
ond Frames) ] 
ipticians | 

it 6th Av. 

St. at Hoyt 
‘Srd Avenue 
ie. at 1628 St. 
Mon. to 2:30 
flight up 


still two Strangers, and it ‘was 


macaroni 
& cheese 


block: xyndrome, he thought tri-| 
umphantly. Of course, now that 


“J stilt have to take’ local bus.” |" | 


ment. Ag the crow flies... . 
She smiled. But it was a nice 

smile and she thought about the 
70% of ail women. who 


eventually. . 
THE END 7 
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